
Welcome to Middle School Math! 
My name is Mrs. Duplantis, and I will be your Math teacher for this school year. I am so excited 

about having a GREAT year with each of you! In fifth and sixth grade, we will be using the Sadlier-Oxford 
Progress in Mathematics series. In seventh grade, we will be using the Glencoe McGraw-Hill Pre-Algebra 
series.  Note: Your workbooks and classwork packets (content pulled from the textbook series) are posted 
on Google Classroom as a reference. 

Here are some things I expect of you every time you come to class: 
1.) Come to class prepared and ready to learn as soon as the bell rings. 
2.) Follow directions the first time given. 
3.) Raise your hand to speak and to leave your seat. 
4.) Give your best effort during class and with your homework. 
5.) Be respectful to others. 

 
Your overall grade for the class will be based on the following: 
 

1.) Classwork and Homework (25%) 
 Classwork (15%)  You will have one classwork grade per chapter (typically 3 chapters per nine 

weeks/possibly two if we have a short nine weeks). Every chapter, you will receive a classwork 
packet. It contains problems from our textbook series. We complete and check these during 
class.   After we complete the chapter and tests are taken, I will collect the packet, and you will 
receive a classwork grade. For each chapter packet, you can earn 20/20 points.  
 All lessons complete (10 points) 
 Effort/showing work (5 points) 
 Making corrections properly (5 points) 

 Homework (10%) You can expect to have homework every night. I keep a record of it daily, and 
you will receive a weekly homework grade.  Homework will typically be a workbook page and a 
few questions of a spiral review worksheet. Homework assignments will be checked at the 
beginning of every class. Each week you can earn 10/10 points for the week. Each day of the 
week will count for 2 points.  If we have a short week, or if we have a day without written 
homework, I will give you “freebie points” for those occasions so that your weekly homework 
grade will remain out of 10 points. 
 Complete daily homework with all problems finished/work shown = 2 points for that day 
 Some homework/problems missing or not having some work shown = 1 point for that day   
 Incomplete homework on due date= 0 points for that day 

 I do not accept late homework. Either you have it the day it’s due or you do not.  
 BONUS INCENTIVE - If you have COMPLETE homework assignments for the entire nine weeks, 3 

bonus points will be added to your exam for the quarter. 
 
 

2.) Quizzes and Timed Drills (25%) 
 Quizzes (15%) – 

 You will have 1-2 quizzes per chapter, depending on the length. To prepare for quizzes, I 
recommend for you to use the exit tickets (found in classwork packets). Completed 
packet and WB problems are also a good resource to review. Rework problems until you 
are confident with the material.  
 



 You will have 1 Freckle computer quiz grade per nine weeks. There will be 10 assignments 
given. I break them up throughout the quarter as assignments to help with your pacing. 
You can work ahead on these, but 3-4 at a time will be due the class period after we take 
a test. It will be your hw assignment for that night. Turning Freckle assignments in late will 
lower your Freckle quiz grade. I grade these on overall effort/accuracy. Freckle can be 
done as an early finisher after math quizzes/tests, when time permits during homeroom, 
and also at home.  

 Students may have a take home spiral review quiz and/or some spiral questions may be 
added to assessments. 

 Timed Drills (10%) – It is crucial in math for facts to be recalled quickly and accurately. You will be 
given a graded timed drill three times each nine weeks on a certain set of facts (If it’s a short 
quarter with only 2 tests, than you may only have 2 graded drills). They will be given on the days 
you have chapter tests. I will administer timed drills right before the test, and each drill will be 
counted as a separate grade. To help prepare you, practice drills on the same set of facts will 
be given on quiz days. Use the practice ones to help you prepare for the graded ones. You 
should also use your pretest to help you prepare, especially focusing on the ones you missed. 
(**See schedule for timed drills, a copy of your pretest, and practice drills in your binder**) 
 

3.) Tests (25%) - You will typically have 3 tests each nine weeks. There may be an occasion with a short 
nine weeks where you may have only 2 tests. You will receive a practice test/review guide to help 
you prepare for each test. Copies of the practice test will always be posted in Google classroom.  
Also, any notes taken and also quizzes (kept in your binder) can be used to review. I strongly 
encourage reworking the practice test as many times needed until you are confident with the 
problems. So much of succeeding in math is repetition and practice. 
 

4.)  Exams (25%) – The exam will cover all of the skills covered during the nine weeks and some 
cumulative skills. The best way to prepare for this would be to review tests from the nine weeks (kept 
in your binder). Once again, I highly recommend reworking the exam practice/review guide until 
you are confident with the material. 
 
 

NOTE ABOUT GOOGLE CLASSROOM AND MAKING UP WORK IF YOU ARE ABSENT 
 If you are ASBENT, you are responsible for checking Google Classroom and making up the 

missed assignments for classwork and homework. Your binder and workbook are needed, but 
note I have a copy of classwork packets and WB online. Missing classwork and homework 
assignments will lower your grade. 

  I post DAILY VIDEOS of my lessons, and I also post each day what our classwork and homework 
is.  Check after 4:00PM because I record myself teaching during the day and post the videos 
after school. 

 The videos can also be used as a resource if you are struggling with a particular skill.  Use it to 
help you if you get stuck while doing homework. 
 

Keep this sheet in your math binder at all times. It is also located on Google Classroom for your 
reference. Please refill your binder as needed with loose leaf in the scratch paper section. Once again, I 
am looking forward to a terrific year with each of you! GO EAGLES!                                                     

             Laurie Duplantis 
              lduplantis@steddy.org 


